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DECREE
ON BUSINESS REGISTRATION

THE GOVERNMENT
Pursuant to the Law on Organization of the Government of September 30, 1992;
Pursuant to June 12, 1999 Law No. 13/1999/QH10 on Enterprises;
At the proposal of the Minister of Planning and Investment,
DECREES:
Chapter I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1.- Scope of regulation

This Decree provides for the business registries and the business registration for enterprises operating under the Law on Enterprises and for individual business family households.

Article 2.- The right to make business registration

1. To establish enterprises and to make business registration under the provisions of law are the rights of citizens and organizations, which are protected by the State.

2. The ministries, ministerial-level agencies, agencies attached to the Government and People�s Committees of the provinces and centrally-run cities must not issue regulations on business registration to be exclusively applicable to their own branches or localities.

3. The business registries are strictly forbidden to cause troubles and inconveniences to organizations and individuals when receiving business registration dossiers and dealing with the business registration as well as registration of changes in the business registration contents.

Chapter II
TASKS, POWERS AND ORGANIZATIONAL APPARATUS OF THE BUSINESS REGISTRIES
Article 3.- Business registries

1. The business registries are organized in the provinces and centrally-run cities (hereinafter collectively referred to as provincial level) and in the rural and urban districts, provincial towns and cities (hereinafter collectively referred to as district level). They include:

a/ The business registration bureaus within the provincial/municipal Planning and Investment Services (hereinafter collectively referred to as the provincial-level business registration bureaus).

b/ The business registration bureaus under the district-level People’s Committees (hereinafter collectively referred to as the district-level business registration bureaus).

2. The provincial-level and district-level business registration bureaus have their own seals.

Article 4.- Tasks, powers and responsibilities of the provincial-level business registration bureaus

1. To receive business registration dossiers, examine their validity and grant business registration certificates to enterprises.

2. To provide guidance for business registration applicants on conditional business lines and the conditions for such business lines.

3. To establish and manage a system of information on enterprises within their respective localities; periodically supply information on such enterprises to the provincial-level People’s Committees, the concerned provincial/municipal Services and the Ministry of Planning and Investment and to organizations and individuals at their requests.

4. When deeming it necessary, to request enterprises to report on their business situation as prescribed in Clause 3, Article 116 of the Law on Enterprises; to urge the implementation of the annual financial reporting regime by enterprises as prescribed in Article 118 of the Law on Enterprises.

5. After granting a business registration certificate, if detecting that the information declared in an enterprise’s business registration dossier is inaccurate, incomplete and/or false, to send a notice requesting the concerned enterprise to make the correction of such information. If, past the time limit of 15 days as from the date the notice is sent, no correction notice is received from the enterprise, to conduct the verification of the contents of the business registration dossier. After conducting the verification and clearly determining the seriousness of the violation of the provisions on business registration, to directly handle such violation according to their competence or propose the competent State agency to handle it in accordance with the provisions of law.

6. To revoke business registration certificates of enterprises that violate the provisions in Clause 3, Article 121 of the Law on Enterprises.

Article 5.- Tasks, powers and responsibilities of the district-level business registration bureaus

1. To receive business registration dossiers of individual business family households, examine their validity and grant business registration certificates to individual business family households.

2. To guide business registration applicants on the conditional business lines and their business conditions.

3. To establish and manage a system of information on individual business family households in their respective localities; periodically report on individual business family households to the district-level People’s Committees and the provincial-level business registration bureaus.

4. To coordinate, at the request of the provincial-level business registration bureaus, in verifying the contents of the business registration dossiers of enterprises which are headquartered in the district area.

5. To revoke business registration certificates of individual business family households in the following cases:

a/ Failure to start business activities within 30 days from the date the business registration certificate is granted;

b/ Cessation of business activities for 30 consecutive days without notifying such to the district-level business registration bureau where business registration is made;

c/ Moving the business location to another district;

d/ Engagement in a banned business line(s).

Article 6.- Tasks, powers and responsibilities of the Ministry of Planning and Investment regarding business registration 

1. To promulgate according to its competence documents on professional knowledge and technical operations as well as forms in service of the business registration work.

2. To provide guidance, training and fostering in business registration operations for employees and officials in charge of the business registration work.

3. To prescribe the regime of reporting on the business registration work and supervise the observance of such reporting regime nationwide.

4. To develop and manage a national system of information on enterprises; to periodically supply information on enterprises to the concerned government agencies, and to organizations and individuals at their requests.

5. To publish a bulletin on enterprises in order to make public information on the establishment, dissolution and bankruptcy of enterprises, on the changes in the contents of the enterprises’ business registration as well as information on business legislation. 

6. To enter into international cooperation in the field of business registration.

Chapter III
BUSINESS REGISTRATION ORDER AND PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO ENTERPRISES OPERATING UNDER THE LAW ON ENTERPRISES
Article 7.- Business registration dossiers

1. For limited liability or joint-stock companies, the business registration dossier consists of: 

a/ A business registration application, made according to the form set by the Ministry of Planning ad Investment;

b/ The company’s charter;

c/ The list of members for limited liability companies with two or more members, or the list of founding shareholders for joint-stock companies.

For a company engaged in the business line(s) that requires legal capital, there must be also the certification by a competent agency or a lawful certificate proving the company’s capital.

For a company engaged in the business line(s) that requires practicing certificates, there must be also a valid copy of the practicing certificate of one of the managers of the company as prescribed in Clause 12, Article 3 of the Law on Enterprises.

2. For partnerships, the business registration dossier consists of:

a/ A business registration application, made according to the form set by the Ministry of Planning ad Investment;

b/ The company’s charter;

c/ The list of the partnership members.

For a company engaged in the business line(s) that requires legal capital, there must be also the certification by a competent agency or a lawful certificate proving the company’s capital.

For a company engaged in the business line(s) that requires practicing certificates, there must be also valid copies of the practicing certificates of the partnership members.

3. For private enterprises, the business registration dossier consists of:

A business registration application, made according to the form set by the Ministry of Planning ad Investment;

For a private enterprise engaged in the business line(s) that requires legal capital, there must be also the certification by a competent agency or a lawful certificate proving the enterprise’s capital.

For a private enterprise engaged in the business line(s) that requires practicing certificates, there must be also a valid copy of the practicing certificate of the owner or managing director of the enterprise..

Article 8.- Business registration order and procedures 

The business registration order and procedures shall be carried out as follows:

1. The establisher or representative of the enterprise submits the full dossier as prescribed in Article 7 of this Decree to the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise is headquartered. The enterprise’s representative at law shall be responsible for the accuracy and truthfulness of the contents of the business registration dossier. 

The provincial-level business registration bureau must not request the enterprise establisher to submit any other papers apart from the dossier prescribed for each type of enterprise in Article 7 of this Decree.

2. The provincial-level business registration bureau receives the business registration dossier. When receiving such dossier, it must hand a receipt thereon to the dossier submitter.

3. The provincial-level business registration bureau grants a business registration certificate to the enterprise within 15 days from the date of receipt of the dossier if:

a/ The business line is not on the list of banned business lines;

b/ The name of the enterprise complies with the provisions in Clause 1, Article 24 of the Law on Enterprises;

c/ The business registration dossier is valid under the provisions in Clause 3, Article 3 of the Law on Enterprises;

d/ The business registration fee is fully paid according to regulations.

After being granted the business registration certificate, the enterprise may have its seal engraved and use such seal.

4. Where the dossier is not valid or the enterprise’s name fails to comply with the regulations, the provincial-level business registration bureau must send a written notice thereon to the enterprise establisher within seven days from the date of receipt of the dossier. Such notice must clearly state the contents that need to be amended and the amending method. Past this time-limit if no notice is issued, the enterprise’s name shall be deemed to be accepted and the business registration dossier shall be deemed to be valid.

5. If, after 15 days from the date of submission of the full business registration dossier, the enterprise establisher still fails to receive the business registration certificate, he/she may lodge a complaint with the provincial-level business registration bureau that has received the business registration dossier. After seven days from the date of submission of the written complaint, if the enterprise establisher receives no reply from the provincial-level business registration bureau, he/she may lodge a complaint with the provincial-level People’s Committee or initiate a lawsuit at the provincial-level administrative court of the locality where the business registration dossier is submitted according to the provisions of law.

6. After being granted the business registration certificate, the enterprise may start its business activities without having to ask for permission from any State agencies, except where the enterprises is engaged in conditional business lines.

7. Within seven days from the date of granting a business registration certificate to the enterprise, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall send copies of such certificate to the Ministry of Planning and investment, the tax agency, the statistical agency, the economic-technical branch-managing agency of the same level and the district-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise is headquartered.

8. The business registration certificates granted by the provincial-level business registration bureaus shall be effective nationwide.

Article 9.- Registration of setting up of branches and representative offices

1. When setting up a branch or representative office, the enterprise must send a notice to the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the branch or representative office is to be set up. The contents of such notice include:

a/ The name and address of the enterprise’ head office;

b/ The business line(s);

c/ The full name, signature and residence of the enterrise’s representative at law;

d/ The name and address of the branch’s office or representative office;

e/ The contents and scope of operation of the branch or representative office;

f/ The name and residence address of the head of the branch or representative office.

2. The notice stipulated in Clause 1 of this Article must be enclosed with the following:

a/ A copy of the business registration certificate;

b/ A copy of the company’s charter, for limited liability companies, joint-stock companies and partnerships.

3. If the business line(s) to be conducted by the branch conforms to those of the enterprise or the operation contents of the representative office conform to those of the enterprise, within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall grant an operation registration certificate to the branch or representative office.

After being granted an operation registration certificate, the branch or representative office may have its seal engraved and use such seal.

After seven days from the date the notice stipulated in this Clause is sent to the provincial-level business registration bureau, if the branch or representative office is not granted an operation registration certificate, the enterprise may lodge a complaint according to the provisions in Clause 5, Article 8 of this Decree.

4. Where an enterprise sets up a branch and/or representative office in a city or province other than the city or province where the enterprise is headquartered, within seven days from the date the operation registration certificate is granted to its branch or representative office, the enterprise must send a written notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise is headquartered for making supplement to the business registration dossier.

5. The setting up of a branch or representative office by an enterprise in a foreign country shall comply with the law provisions of such country.

Within 15 days from the date an overseas branch or representative office is officially opened, the enterprise must send a written notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise is headquartered for making supplement to the business registration dossier. 

Article 10.- Registration of supplement to and/or change of the business line(s)

1. When supplementing and/or changing its business line(s) the enterprise must send a notice to the provincial-level business registration bureau where it has made registration. The contents of such notice include:

a/ The enterprise’s name, its business registration serial number and the date of granting of its business registration certificate;

b/ The address of the enterprise’s head office;

c/ The registered business line(s);

d/ The business line(s) registered to be supplemented and/or changed;

e/ The full name, signature and residence of the enterprise’s representative at law.

For registration of supplemented business lines, which require legal capital, there must be also the certification by a competent agency or lawful certificate showing the enterprise’s capital.

For registration of supplemented business lines, which require practicing certificates, there must be also valid copies of the practicing certificates as prescribed.

2. After receiving the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall hand a receipt thereon and determine the date of inscribing the registration of the supplement to and/or change of the business line(s) in the enterprise’s original business registration certificate within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice.

If after the above-said seven-day time limit the enterprise is still not allowed to make registration of the supplement to or change of the business line, it may proceed with conducting such business line(s), except where the business lines registered to be supplemented or changed are conditional ones.

Article 11.- Registration of the change of the enterprise’s head office

1. When moving its head office to a new place in the same province or centrally-run city, the enterprise shall send a notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau. The contents of such notice include:

a/ The enterprise’s name, its business registration serial number and the date of granting of its business registration certificate;

b/ The address of the enterprise�s present head office;

c/ The address of its new head office;

d/ The full name, signature and residence of the enterprise�s representative at law.

After receiving the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau must hand a written receipt thereon and determine the date of inscribing the registration of the change of the head office’s address in the enterprise’s original business registration certificate within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice.

If after the above-said seven-day time limit the enterprise is still not allowed to make registration of the change of its head office’s address, the enterprise may move to a new head office but must send a notice on its new head office’s address to all of its creditors before moving to a new address.

2. When moving its head office to another province, the enterprise must send a notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau where it has made registration and the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise plans to base its new head office. The contents of the notice include:

a/ The enterprise’s name, its business registration serial number and the date and place of granting of its business registration certificate.

b/ The address of the enterprise’s present head office;

c/ The address of its new head office;

d/ The full name, signature and residence of the enterprise’s representative at law.

The notice sent to the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise plans to base its new head office, must be enclosed with the company’s charter and the list of members, for limited liability companies with two or more members, the list of founding shareholders for joint-stock companies, or the list of partnership members, for partnerships.

Where the enterprise’s name is not identical or does not cause confusion with the name of another enterprise already registered within the locality where the enterprise is moving to, the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise plans to base its new head office shall register for the change of the address of the enterprise’s head office and re-grant a business registration certificate to the enterprise within 15 days from the date of receipt of the notice.

Where the enterprise’s name is identical or may cause confusion with the name of another enterprise already registered within the locality where the enterprise is moving to, within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise plans to base a new head office must notify in writing the enterprise thereof, and at the same time provide guidance for the latter to choose another name and alter the related contents in the enterprise’s dossier. In this case, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall register the change of the address of the head office when the enterprise satisfies the above-mentioned requirements.

Within seven days from the date it is re-granted the business registration certificate, the enterprise must send a valid copy to the provincial-level business registration bureau of the locality where the enterprise previously made business registration.

3. The change of the address of the enterprise’s head office shall not alter its rights and obligations.

Article 12.- Registration of the change of the enterprise’s name

1. When changing its name, the enterprise shall send a notice to the provincial-level business registration bureau where it has made the registration. The contents of the notice include:

a/ The present name of the enterprise, its business registration serial number and the date of granting of its business registration certificate;

b/ The address of the enterprise’s head office;

c/ The new name;

d/ The full name, signature and residence of the enterprise’s representative at law. 

2. After receiving the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall hand a receipt thereon and determine the date of inscribing the registration of the change of the enterprise�s name in its original business registration certificate.

Where the enterprise’s new name is not identical or does not cause confusion with the name of another enterprise already registered, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall register the change of the enterprise’s name and inscribe the new name in the enterprise’ business registration certificate within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice.

Where the enterprise’s new name is identical or may cause confusion with that of another enterprise already registered, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall notify in writing the enterprise thereof, and at the same time provide guidance for the latter to choose another name and make registration for the change of its name as prescribed in this Article.

3. The change of the enterprise’s name shall not affect its rights and obligations.

Article 13.- Registration of the change of the enterprise’s representative at law

1. In cases where a partnership admits a new member, expels a partnership member or has a partnership member withdrawing from the company, it must send a notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau where it has made registration. The contents of the notice include:

a/ The company’s name, its business registration serial number and the date of granting of its business registration certificate;

b/ The address of the company’s head office;

c/ The full name and residence of the new member, of the partnership member expelled or voluntarily withdrawing from the partnership;

d/ The signatures of all partnership members or authorized partnership members.

After receiving the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall hand a receipt thereon and determine the date of inscribing the registration of the change of the partnership member in the company’s original business registration certificate within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice.

2. In cases where the representative at law of a limited liability company or a joint-stock company is changed, the company shall send a notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau where it has made registration. The contents of the notice include:

a/ The company’s name, its business registration serial number, the date of granting of its business registration certificate;

b/ The address of the company’s head office;

c/ The full name, title and residence of the present representative at law of the company;

d/ The full name, title and residence of the new representative at law of the company;

e/ The full name and signature of the chairman of the Members Council, of the company’s representative at law for one-member limited liability companies, or of the chairman of the Management Board for joint-stock companies.

After receiving the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall hand a receipt thereon and determine the date of inscribing the change of the company’s representative at law in the original business registration certificate within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice.

Article 14.- Registration of change of the investment capital of private enterprise owners or the charter capital of companies

1. Where the investment capital of a private enterprise owner decreases to a level lower than the registered one, the enterprise owner must make a notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau where the enterprise has made the registration. The contents of the notice include:

a/ The enterprise’s name, its business registration serial number, the date of granting of its business registration certificate;

b/ The full name, signature and residence of the enterprise owner;

c/ The address of the enterprise’s head office;

d/ The business line(s);

e/ The registered investment capital level and the registered post decrease capital level.

After receiving the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall hand a receipt thereon and determine the date of inscribing the investment capital decrease in the original business registration certificate within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice, except for cases prescribed in Clause 3 of this Article.

The enterprise owner may increase or decrease his/her investment capital without having to declare such to the provincial-level business registration bureau provided that the decreased investment capital is not lower than the registered investment capital.

2. When increasing or decreasing its charter capital, the company shall make a notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau where the company has made the registration. The contents of the notice include:

a/ The company’s name, its business registration serial number, the date of granting of its business registration certificate;

b/ The address of the company’s head office;

c/ The business line(s);

d/ The registered charter capital and the registered post-decrease or increase charter capital;

e/ The full name, signature and residence of the company’s representative at law or the authorized partnership member, for partnerships.

After receiving the notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall hand a receipt thereon and determine the date of inscribing the registration of the change of the charter capital in the company’s original business registration certificate within seven days from the date of receipt of the notice, except for cases prescribed in Clause 3 of this Article.

3. For enterprises conducting business line(s) which require legal capital, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall only register the decrease in the investment capital or charter capital if the post-decrease capital level is not lower than the legal capital level required for such business lines.

Article 15.- Notification on temporary cessation of operation

An enterprise wishing to temporarily stop its operation must send a written notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau where the enterprise has made the registration and the tax agency at least 15 days before ceasing its operation. The contents of the notice include:

1. The enterprise’s name, its business registration serial number and the date of granting of its business registration certificate;

2. The address of the enterprise’s head office;

3. The business line(s);

4. The duration of the temporary cessation of operation, the starting date and the ending date of the cessation duration;

5. Reasons for operation cessation.

The provincial-level business registration bureau receives such notice and records it into a monitoring book.

Article 16.- Revocation of the business registration certificates

1. Where an enterprise fails to conduct business activities for one year from the date it is granted the business registration certificate as prescribed at Point a, Clause 3, Article 121 of the Law on Enterprises, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall send a written notice on such violation and request the enterprise to start its business activities within 15 days from the date of notice.

After 15 days, if the enterprise still fails to start its business activities, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall request its representative at law to come to the bureau’s office for explanation.

If the requested person fails to turn up, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall publicize the enterprise’s violation and revoke its business registration certificate.

2. Where an enterprise ceases its business activities for one full year without making a notice thereon to the provincial-level business registration bureau as prescribed at Point b, Clause 3, Article 121 of the Law on Enterprises, the latter shall send a written notice on such violation and request the enterprise to report on the reasons for such temporary business cessation and the time for resuming its business activities.

After 15 days, if the enterprise still fails to report, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall request its representative at law to come to the bureau’s office for explanation.

If the requested person fails to turn up, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall publicize the enterprise’s violation and revoke its business registration certificate.

3. Where an enterprise fails to report on the situation of its business activities to the provincial-level business registration bureau for two consecutive years as prescribed at Point c, Clause 3, Article 121 of the Law on Enterprises, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall send a written notice on such violation and request the enterprise to make a written report on the situation of its business activities within 15 days from the date of notice. After this time limit, if the enterprise still fails to make a report, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall publicize the enterprise’s violation and revokes its business registration certificate.

4. Where an enterprise fails to send a report as prescribed In Clause 3, Article 116 of the Law on Enterprises to the provincial-level business registration bureau within six months from the date a written request is made as prescribed at Point d, Clause 3, Article 121 of the Law on Enterprises, within 15 days from the expiry of the time limit set in the first notice, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall send a second notice requesting the enterprise make a report as prescribed.

If after the expiry of the time limit set in the second notice the enterprise still fails to make a written report as prescribed, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall request the enterprise’s representative at law to come to the bureau’s office for explanation.

When the requested person fails to turn up, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall publicize the enterprises violation and revokes its business registration certificate.

5. Where the provincial-level business registration bureau detects that an enterprise conducts a banned business line, it shall make a written notice requesting the enterprise to immediately terminate conducting such business line. If the enterprise keeps on conducting the banned business line, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall revokes its business registration certificate and at the same time, notify the competent State bodies thereof for handling according to the provisions of law.

6. After publicizing the enterprise’s violation under the provisions of Clause 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 of this Article, the provincial-level business registration bureau shall compel the enterprise to carry out the procedures for its dissolution as prescribed in Clause 5, Article 112 of the Law on Enterprises and remove its name from the business registration book.

7. In cases where a specialized management agency detects that an enterprise commits a law-breaking act, it shall directly handle the case according to its competence prescribed by law or notify such to the provincial-level business registration bureau where the enterprise has made its business registration for handling.

Chapter IV
BUSINESS REGISTRATION FOR INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS
Article 17.- Individual business family households

1. An individual business family household is owned by an individual or a family household, conducts business at a fixed place, employs labor on an irregular basis, has no seal and takes responsibility with all of its property for its business activities.

2. Family households engaged in agricultural, forestrial and/or fishery production, salt-making, street vendors and service providers that earn low incomes shall not have to make business registration.

Article 18.- The right to business registration

All Vietnamese citizens who reach full 18 years old, have full capacity for civil acts as well as family households shall have the right to make business registration as prescribed in this Chapter, excluding minors, persons who have their for civil act capacity restricted or lost, persons who are being examined for penal liability or serving an imprisonment sentence or have their right to practice occupations stripped by the court. 

Article 19.- Business registration order and procedures applicable to individual business family households

1. Individuals or family households’ representatives send their applications for business registration of individual business family households to the district-level business registration bureau of the locality where they are to base their business locations.

2. The contents of an application for business registration of individual business family household include:

a/ The full name, signature and residence of the individual or the family household’s representative;

b/ The business location;

c/ The business line(s);

d/ The business capital.

For business lines which require the practicing certificates as stipulated by laws, ordinances and/or decrees, the application must be enclosed with a valid copy of the practicing certificate of the individual or family household’s representative. 

The district-level business registration bureau must not request the business registration applicant to submit any other papers apart from the dossier prescribed in this Clause.

3. Within seven days from the date of receipt of the application, the district-level business registration bureau shall grant a business registration certificate to the individual business family household if the following conditions are fully met:

a/ The business line is not on the list of banned business lines;

b/ Where the individual business family household has its own name, such name must not be identical with the registered names of any other individual business family households in the district;

c/ The business registration fee has been fully paid according to regulations.

The district-level business registration bureau shall not be allowed to delay or refuse to make the business registration for individual business family households for whatever reasons.

4. Within seven days from the date of granting the business registration certificate, the district-level business registration bureau shall send its copy to the tax agency of the same level.

Article 20.- Time for starting business

All individual business family households may proceed with their business activities after being granted the business registration certificates, except for cases involving conditional business lines.

Article 21.- Registration of changes in the business registration contents

1. When changing the registered business contents, an individual business family household shall send a notice on the changed contents to the district-level business registration bureau that has granted the business registration certificate.

2. If moving its business location to another district, the individual business family household shall submit its business registration certificate to the district-level business registration bureau that has granted it and proceeds with the business registration at the district-level business registration bureau of the locality where its new business location is situated.

3. Where an individual business family household temporarily ceases its business activities for thirty days or more, it shall send a notice thereon to the district-level business registration bureau that has granted the business registration certificate and the tax agency that directly manages it.

4. When terminating its business activities, the individual business family household must submit its business registration certificate to the district-level business registration bureau where it has made registration.

Chapter V
IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS
Article 22.- Handling of violations

1. Any officials and employees who commit acts of authoritarianism, harassment, causing difficulties and inconveniences to organizations and individuals when dealing with the business registration or when examining the business registration contents, shall be disciplined according to law.

2. Officials and employees who refuse to grant business registration certificates to eligible persons or grant business registration certificates to ineligible persons shall, depending on the nature and seriousness of their violations, be disciplined or examined for penal liability as prescribed by law.

If damage is caused due to the violation prescribed in this Clause, the concerned official or employee must pay compensation to the organization or individual suffering from such damage.

3. Those who commit one of the following violations shall, depending on the nature and seriousness of the violation, be administratively sanctioned or examined for penal liability as prescribed by law:

a/ Conducting business in the form of private enterprise, limited liability company, joint-stock company, partnership or individual business family household without making business registration as prescribed in this Decree;

b/ Continuing to conduct business after having their business registration certificates revoked;

c/ Making untruthful or inaccurate declarations, failing to make timely registration of any change in the contents of their business registration dossiers;

d/ Deliberately overvaluing the assets contributed as;

e/ Failing to send annual financial statements to the business registries and the tax agencies or sending untruthful and inaccurate reports.

Article 23.- Implementation effect

1. This Decree takes effect 15 days after its issuance, the earlier provisions which are contrary to this Decree are now annulled.

2. Chapter IV of this Decree replaces Decree No. 66-HDBT of March 2, 1992 of the Council of Ministers regarding business individuals and groups having the capital lower than the legal capital prescribed in Decree No. 221-HDBT of July 23, 1991.

Business individuals and groups operating under Decree No. 66-HDBT of March 2, 1992 of the Council of Ministers shall not have to re-fill in the business registration procedures stipulated in Chapter IV of this Decree and may change their business licenses for business registration certificates. Those business licenses which are granted under Decree No. 66-HDBT of March 2, 1992 of the Council of Ministers and still remain effective, have the same validity as business registration certificates for individual business households prescribed in this Decree.

Business individuals and groups operating under Decree No. 66-HDBT of March 2, 1992 of the Council of Ministers that are doing business at two or more places and regularly employing labor, shall have to choose a form of enterprise for making registration under the provisions of the Law on Enterprises.

3. Limited liability companies, joint-stock companies and private enterprises established under the December 21, 1990 Law on Companies, Law on Private Enterprises, the June 22, 1994 Law amending and supplementing a number of the Law on Companies, Law amending and supplementing a number of articles of the Law on Private Enterprises, shall not have to re-fill in the registration procedures.

Article 24.- Implementation guidance

The ministers, the heads of ministerial-level agencies, the heads of agencies attached to the Government, the presidents of the People’s Committees of the provinces and centrally-run cities shall have to implement this Decree.

The Minister of Planning and Investment shall have to guide and organize the implementation of this Decree.
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