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CUC QUAN LY CHAT LUQNG —
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V/v: Ox-tray-lia ap dung quy dinh mai lién
quan dén khoi luong tinh san pham 1S

Kinh gui: - Céc Trung tam Chat lugng néng lam san va thuy san vang 1-6;
- Cac doanh nghiép ché bién thuy san xuit khiu

Cuc Quan ly Chét Iu'(;mg Nong Lam san va Thuy san nhan dugc ccmg van so
10034/BCT-KV1 ngay 08/10/2009 cua By Cong Thuong thong bao Chinh quyén Bang
Victoria (Ox-tray-lia) ban hanh quy dinh v¢ do ludng throng mai sira d6i nam 2009 (kiém
tra khoi lirgng tinh thuy san bao goi san nhéip khiu), ¢ hiéu luc tir 23/6/2009. Noi dung
stra doi cha yéu mo ta thu tuc xac dinh khoi lurgng tinh (net wcmht) Cu thé:

- K¢ tir ngay 01/11/2009, Co quan chimg nhan s¢ tién hanh kiém tra khéi lrgng
tinh (nct weight) cua san pham bao géi sin nhap khdu. Khéi lugng tinh 1a khéi lugng cia
san phdm khong bao gom vét liéu bao goi, ddi voi truong hgp thiy san déng lanh khong
bao gom nudc da va khéi lugng ma bang.

(Xem quy dinh duwoc giri kém va hueéng dan quy trinh kiém tra khéi lieong tinh ciia
bang Victoria tai dia chi: hitp://www. !egf'sian'un VIC.g0V.du)

- Theo quy dinh, cac thong tin vé khoi lugng tinh (net weight) cua san pham tén va
dia chi cua co so san xudt ‘dong goi phai dugc thé hién rd trén bao bi san pham Trudmg
hop kiém tra phat hién khdi lrong tinh cua san phim khong dung vai khéi lugng in trén
bao bi s¢ ap dung murc phat tién 20.000 dé la Ox-tray-lia ddi véi ca nhan va 100.000 d6 la
doi voi doanh nghiép vi pham.

Nham tranh cac vuang mac trong xuat khau thiy san vao thi truong Ox-tray-lia (bang
Victoria). anh hudng dén uy tin doanh nghiép noi riéng. san phdm thuy san Viét Nam noi
chung. Cuc Quan ly Chat luong Nong I.dam san va Thuy san dé nghi:

1. Cac doanh nghiép ché bién thuy san xuat khau:

- Nghién ciru k¥ Quy dinh mai vé kiém tra khoi lugng tinh cia bang Victoria va
n;;’.hiC'm tic tuan thu viée ghi nhan trén bao bi khi xuat khiu vao thj trudng nay.

2. Cic Trung tam Chat lugng NLTS ving:

- Phé bién. huéng din cac doanh nghi¢p ché bién thiy san xuat khau thudc dia ban
tuan thua quy dinh néu trén khi xuat khau thiy san vao Ox-triy-lia.

- Tham khio quy trinh kiém tra khéi luong tinh va thue hién ding yéu cau cta Ox-
trav-lia khi tién hanh kiém tra cam quan. ngoai quan cac 16 hang thuy san XK vao thi
truomg nay.
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Department of Justice

Director Level 17, 121 Exhibition Street
Consumer Affairs Victoria Melbourne, Victoria 3000
GPO Box 123

Melbourne, Victoria 3001
Telephone: (03) 8684 6017
Facsimile: (03) 8684 6040

Email: consumer@justice.vic.gov.au
DX210220 CD/09/1246473

The Manager

Seafood Importers Association of Australia Ltd
PO Box 170

JannaliNSW2226

Dear Stakeholder

I am writing to inform you of the changes Victoria has recently made to its Trade Measurement Regulations
2007 as part of a national commitment 1o the ongoing review of trade measurement legislation.

The Trade Measurement Amendment Regulations 2009 include the introduction of a standardised inspection
test to ensure the weight of ice is not included in the overall weight of pre-packed frozen fish. The new test
will ensure that Australian wholesalers, retailers and consumers get the best value from their seafood
purchases.

The amendment came into place on 23 June 2009, but to allow importers, packers and sellers of pre-packed
frozen fish to adjust to the new requirements, Consumer Affairs Victoria will not be conducting compliance

tests until 1 November 2009. From this date, Inspectors will commence a targeted compliance program and
will be conducting tests on pre-packed frozen fish using a partial thaw test.

Consumer Affairs Victoria would like to remind importers, packers and sellers of pre-packed frozen fish that
it is an offence to include the weight of ice in the net weight of an article and, if detected, enforcement action
will be taken. The maximum penalty for a proven breach of the law for short measure pre-packed frozen fish
is in excess of $20,000 for an individual and $100,000 for a company.

Please see the enclosed fact sheet for more information about the test. The full test procedure can be found in
the amended regulation 88 of the Trade Measurements Regulations 2007, available at
www legislation.vic.gov.au.

For further information on the pre-packed frozen fish test please contact Russell Jackson, Technical Manager
Trade Measurement at Consumer Affairs Victoria on (03) 8684 6280.

Yours Sincerely
6{0.—__;0. ﬁ( 00‘7

Dr Claire Noone
Director
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Frozen Fish Factsheet
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Consumer Affairs
Victoria

Weighing pre-packed frozen fish

To discourage the unethical practice of including ice in the measurement of the net weight of
pre-packed frozen fish products, trade measurement legislation has been amended.

Need more information?

Call Consumer Affairs
Victoria on 1300 55 81 81

What are the amendments?

The amendments describe the procedure to be used when testing the
net weight of frozen fish packages. These changes were introduced
with the support of key fish industry stakeholders and after extensive
industry consultation on the development of an acceptable test.

The amendment applies to packers, importers and sellers of pre-
packed frozen fish and helps to ensure that purchasers of pre-packed
frozen fish receive the correct measure and value for their money.

Testing changes

Trade measurement legislation has always applied to pre-packed
frozen fish and this has not changed. What has changed is the
introduction of a standard test to be used when determining the net
weight of all pre-packed frozen fish, This test uses the partial thaw
method and is based on the international Codex standard.

It clarifies the legal basis for determining the net weight of pre-
packed ice glazed fish or fish with ice in the package.

Consumer Affairs Victoria Trade Measurement Inspectors will use
this new test to determine the net weight when they are inspecting
packages of frozen fish.
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Packers, importers or scllers of pre-packed frozen fish products may &
choose to introduce the new test into sampling plans as part of their
compliance program, to ensure that pre-packed frozen fish complies
with the requirement that the deglazed net weight of the frozen fish is
not less than the stated measurement marking.

The full test procedure and required test equipment is explained in
Regulation 88 of the Trade Measurement Regulations 2007.

A copy of these regulations may be viewed or downloaded at
www.legislation.vic.gov.au.

How is the word ‘fish’ defined?

‘Fish’ is defined in the amended legislation as a package

containing the whole or part of, or any number of, any cold blooded
aquatic vertebrate or invertebrate including shellfish. It does not
include an amphibian or a reptile.
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- Victoria

Weighing pre-packed frozen fish

Need more information?

Call Consumer Affairs
Victoria on 1300 55 81 81

Marking of pre-packed fish

All pre-packed articles (unless exempt) are required to be marked
with a statement of the measurement of the article and the name and
street address of the packer. The statement of measurement must be
the net weight of the product, excluding any packaging material, and
in the case of pre-packed frozen fish also excluding ice.

Penalties

It is an offence to include the weight of ice or glaze in the net weight
of a package of frozen fish. Penalties for a breach of the trade
measurement legislation may exceed $20,000 for an individual or

$100,000 for a company.

How is the test conducted? .

« The fish is removed from the packaging and placed in a sieve
+ The sieve and fish are placed in a water bath at

« approximately 25°C

+  The fish is kept immersed until surface ice is removed

« The sieve is removed and drained for two minutes

+ If practicable remove excess water with a towel

» The sieve and fish are weighed

« The mass of the sieve is deducted to give the mass of the fish

More questions about packaging requirements?

If you wish to clarify the pre-packed frozen fish packaging
requirements under the Trade Measurement Legislation, you can
contact the Trade Measurement section of Consumer Affairs Victori
on 8684 6200.
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General information about frade measurement requirements for
pre-packed goods is contained in the Consumer Affairs Victoria
publication Tiade Measurement Guide for packers importers and
sellers of pre-packed arficles which can be found at
www.consumer,vic.gov.au/trademeasurement.

You can also contact your local trade measurement inspector
on 1300 365 500.



