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CIRCULAR
CONDITIONS FOR FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE PASSENGER CARS AND TRAFFIC PARTICIPANTS IN TRAFFIC RESTRICTED RANGE

Pursuant to the Law on Road Traffic dated November 13, 2008;
Pursuant to the Law on Consumers’ Right Protection dated November 17, 2010;
Pursuant to the Government's Decree No. 132/2008/NĐ-CP dated December 31, 2008, detailing the implementation of a number of articles of the Law on Product and Goods Quality;
Pursuant to the Government’s Decree No. 171/2013/NĐ-CP dated November 13, 2013 regulating penalties for administrative violations in road and railway traffic;
Pursuant to the Government’s Decree No. 107/2012/NĐ-CP dated December 20, 2012 defining the functions, tasks, entitlements and organizational structure of the Ministry of Transport;
At the request of Director General of the Department of Science and Technology and Director General of the Vietnam Register;
The Minister of Transport promulgates the Circular regulating conditions for four-wheel drive passenger cars and traffic participants in traffic restricted area.
Chapter I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1. Governing scope
1. This Circular regulates four-wheel drive passenger cars (hereinafter referred to as cars) as follows:

a) Inspection of technical quality, safety, and environment protection quality in production, assembly and import;

b) Inspection of technical quality, safety, and environment protection quality in participation in traffic-restricted areas;

c) Conditions for participation in traffic restricted areas for cars and participants;

2. This Circular does not regulate cars that are used for purposes of national defense and security by the Ministry of National Defense and the Ministry of Public Security;

Article 2. Regulated entities
This Circular applies to agencies, organizations and individuals involved in management, production, assembly, importation, testing, quality inspection, quality certification, operation and use of cars.

Article 3. Interpretation of terms
In this Circular, some terms are construed as follows:

1. Four-wheel drive passenger cars mean road motor vehicles propelled by engines, structured to carry people, having two axles, at least four wheels, maximum design speed from 30 km/h and under, maximum number of seats from 15 and under (including driver seat).

2. Cars of the same type mean cars of the same industrial property rights, brand, design, technical specifications and the same technology line.

3. Type approval means the process of inspection, testing, review, assessment and certification of conformity of a car type with requirements for technical quality, safety, and environment protection as set out hereof.

4. Test sample means a typical sample selected by a production facility or randomly taken by the Vietnam Register for testing.

5. Testing facility means an organization that is involved in the testing of spare parts or motor vehicles to carry out the testing of spare parts or motor vehicles under national technical regulations and standards and relevant legal documents.

6. Production facility means an enterprise that carries out production, assembly of cars and meets technical facilities as required by the law.

7. Importers mean organizations, individuals that carry out the importation of cars.

8. Technically defective cars mean cars that have defects made during design, production and assembly likely to impose danger on life and properties of users as well as negative effects on safety of communities and environment.

9. Recall means a production facility asks for cars of defective batch and type currently circulating in the market to be returned for repairs, replacements in order to prevent possible dangers caused by defects made during the design, production and assembly.

10. Cars participating in traffic restricted areas mean cars that only travel on a route with time regulated by the People’s committees of central-affiliated cities and provinces.

11. Non-traffic cars mean cars that only travel on internal specialized roads of agencies or units.

12. Inspection of technical safety and environmental protection for cars participating in traffic restricted areas means the inspection and assessment of technical safety and environmental protection conducted on cars to certify that such cars meet the conditions for participating in traffic restricted areas.

Chapter II
REGULATIONS ON INSPECTION OF TECHNICAL QUALITY, SAFETY, AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION QUALITY FOR MANUFACTURED AND ASSEMBLED CARS;
Article 4. Sample inspection and test
1. Items subject to inspection and test

a) For cars participating in traffic restricted areas: carry out inspection and test of the items as prescribed in the Appendix I enclosed herewith;

a) For non-traffic cars: carry out inspecting and checking technical specifications as prescribed in the Appendix II enclosed herewith;

2. The testing facility shall carry out the inspection and testing of sample cars according to the process corresponding to the requirements set out hereof, prepare reports on inspection and test as regulated. In case of necessity, the Vietnam Register shall carry out monitoring the inspection and testing directly.

3. Number of test samples: One (01) complete car (a fully charged battery to be added in case an electrically powered car is used).

4. After the inspection, testing and reports on the results are completed, the testing facility shall return the sample car and send the report on results of inspection and test to the production facility and importer.

Article 5. Registration for certificate of type approval
Registration documents for certificate of type approval (hereinafter referred to as the registration documents) include:

1. Registration for technical specifications (See Form in the Appendix II enclosed herewith).

2. Original of the report on results of inspection and test of cars;

3. Written description of technological process of production, assembly and quality inspection of cars

4. Car user manuals containing key technical specifications, operation of car instruments, guidance on fire and explosion prevention and fighting, and environmental protection safety; warranty card (specifying warranty conditions and address of warranty & service facility).

5. Copy of Certificate of business registration or Investment certificate with respect to the production facilities that conduct production and assembly of cars for the first time;

6. The production facility’s written undertaking that the car type asking for certification of type approval shall not violate industrial property rights being protected and the production facility shall be responsible to the law for any dispute in industrial property rights.

Article 6. Assessment of quality assurance conditions at production facility
1. To ensure quality of mass-produced products, the production facility must meet the following requirements:

a) Must have a process and professional guidance on quality inspection for each product type from quality inspection of incoming components, on each step to the control of the warranty and maintenance;

b) Must have necessary inspecting devices for each production step; List of minimum equipment required for quality inspection of finished cars participating in traffic-restricted areas as prescribed in the Appendix III enclosed herewith; annually, such equipment shall undergo inspection and confirmation about working conditions conducted by the Vietnam Register;

c) Must have sufficient human forces for production and quality inspection in conformity with the process of production and assembly. 

d) Must have high-qualified technical staff responsible for finished car quality;

2. The Vietnam Register shall carry out assessment of quality assurance conditions at the production facility based on the standard ISO/TS 16949 "Quality control system – particular requirements for the application of ISO 9001:2008 to enterprises that are involved in production and assembly of motor vehicles and components of motor vehicles” as follows:

a) Process and professional guidance on production, assembly and quality inspection: inspection of incoming components, each step of production and finished product;

b) Equipment for quality inspection;

c) Human forces for quality inspection;

3. Conformity of production assessments (COP assessment):

a) First COP assessment shall be carried out when Certificate of type approval is issued.

b) Annual COP assessment shall be carried out on the annual basis;

c) Unexpected COP assessment shall be carried out when the production facility shows signs of violations of the regulations on quality inspection, using finished product quality inspection note or upon complaints about car quality.

4. For any type that is not significantly changed in the process of production, assembly and quality inspection, result of previous COP assessment can be used.

Article 7. Issuance of certificate of type approval
Issuance of Certificate of type approval (hereinafter referred to as the certificate) shall be carried out in sequence as follows:

1. The production facility must submit one (01) set of registration documents as prescribed in Article 5 hereof and make submission direct or by post to the Vietnam Register.

2. The Vietnam Register shall receive and carry out inspection of the registration documents and handling as follows:

a) If components of the documents are found inadequate as required, the production facility shall be asked to complete within one working day for the documents directly submitted or three working days for the documents submitted by post. 

b) If components of the documents are found adequate as required, the production facility shall be informed about the time and venue for the implementation of COP assessment.

3. Within 10 working days since receipt of adequate documents as required, the Vietnam Register shall carry out COP assessment as prescribed in Article 6 hereof.

a) If unsatisfactory, a written notice shall be issued to the production facility for completion right after the inspection and assessment are finished.

b) If satisfactory, the Vietnam Register shall issue the certificate according to the form in the Appendix IVa enclosed hereof within three working days since the inspection and assessment are finished.

Article 8. Inspection during production and assembly
1. The production facility is permitted to carry out production, assembly and turning out next cars only when the certificate of type approval is issued to such car and must ensure that it conforms to the registration documents and test sample. The production facility must be responsible for origin and quality of finished cars.

2. Each manufactured and assembled car must be inspected for finished product quality by the production facility (hereinafter referred to as finished product inspection).

3. Based on the issued certificate and result of finished product inspection, the production facility that manufactures cars participating in traffic-restrict areas shall be provided a template of the finished product inspection note according to the form in the Appendix V enclosed herewith with respect to manufactured and assembled cars.

4. The production facility shall issue the finished product inspection note to each car that meets requirements for finished product inspection. The finished product inspection note as prescribed in Clause 3 of this Article must be signed and affixed stamp by a competent person (head, deputy or subordinate empowered by head of the production facility).

5. The production facility shall be responsible for preparing and issuing to each finished car a set of documents at least including the finished product inspection note; user manuals and warranty card.

6. The Vietnam Register may carry out unexpected inspection. In case result of inspection shows the production facility has violated the provisions set out in Clause 3, Article 9 hereof, the certificate shall be revoked. In case the violation is not so serious that results in revocation of certificate, the finished product inspection must be monitored under Clause 2 of this Article.

Article 9. Annual assessment and 
1. Annually, the Vietnam Register shall carry out assessment of car types already issued with the certificate based on result of COP assessment as prescribed in Point b, Clause 3, Article 6 hereof.

2. The production facility must carry out procedures for supplements when regulations on certified car types change or changes made to cars affect conformity of such type with the provisions set out hereof. The production facility must submit to the Vietnam Register the following additional documents:

a) Documents concerning changes to cars;

b) Reports on car inspection and test under new regulations or reports on inspection and testing of changes, supplements made to cars under applicable regulations.

3. Certificate of type approval shall become invalid or revoked in the following cases:

a) Cars no longer meet applicable regulations or changes made to cars do not conform to the registration documents, issued certificate; the production facility fails to fulfill procedures for supplements as prescribed in Clause 2 of this Article.

b) The production facility fails to perform finished product quality inspection as regulated, using the finished product inspection note for uncertified cars, types of cars violating industrial property rights;

c) The production facility fails to carry out a recall of technically defective cars as prescribed Clause 3, Article 25 hereof.

A written notice about the expired certificate shall be issued to the production facility and at the same time published on the portal of the Vietnam Register. 

Chapter III
REGULATIONS ON INSPECTION OF TECHNICAL QUALITY, SAFETY, AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION QUALITY FOR IMPORTED CARS;
Article 10. Registration documents for inspection
1. The registration documents for inspection include:

a) An original of the Registration for inspection of technical quality, safety, and environment protection quality for imported cars (hereinafter referred to as the Registration for inspection) according to the form in the Appendix VI enclosed herewith;

b) Copy of import vouchers confirmed by importer including commercial invoices or equivalent papers; declaration of imported goods;

c) Importer-confirmed copy of documents about car features & specifications (including basic size, weights), passenger capacity, maximum speed; tire size, distance continuously traveled per charge (for electrically powered cars); introduction about main system including transmission, brake system, suspension, steering, lights and signals, fundamental specifications of engines (for combustion engine: maximum speed with rotating speed, working volume, fuel; for electric engines: maximum capacity, nominal voltage, battery capacity);

In case the abovementioned documents are not available or do not contain adequate information as prescribed in Point c of this Clause, the importer may use the Registration for technical specifications according to the form in the Appendix II enclosed herewith as a substitute.
2. Declaration of imported goods as defined in Point b and components of the documents as prescribed in Point c, Clause 1 of this Article may be submitted later than the Registration for inspection but must be prior to the inspection of cars.

3. Any car that is the same type of those inspected and issued to the certificate by the Vietnam Register shall be exempted from submission of documents as prescribed in Point c, Clause 1 of this Article.

Article 11. Inspection of cars
1. Inspection method:

a) Inspect conformity of type for cars in the same batch;

b) Inspect frame and engine numbers of each car in the batch.

c) Take by random one (01) sample car of the same type in a batch for inspection and test. As for used cars, the inspection and test shall be carried out on each car.

2. Content for inspection and test: 

Inspection and test of sample cars as specified in Point c, Clause 1 of this Article shall be carried out according to Article 4 hereof.

3. Sample cars shall be exempted from inspection and test in the following cases:

a) Cars that were inspected under mutual recognition agreement on standards, regulations and conformity to which Vietnam is a contracting country;

b) Unused cars of the same type that was issued the certificate by Vietnam Register and from the same importer; 

In case any batch, sample car defined as exempted from inspection and test as mentioned above shows signs of inadequate quality assurance, inspection and test of sample cars must be conducted according to Clause 2 of this Article.

Article 12. Issuance of certificate of import quality
1. The importer must prepare one (01) set of registration documents as prescribed in Clause 1, Article 10 hereof and make submission direct to the Vietnam Register.

2. After receiving the Registration documents for inspection, the Vietnam Register shall examine and check the documents against the provisions set out in Clause 1, Article 10 hereof as follows:

a) If the Registration documents for inspection are found inadequate as required, within one (01) working day, the importer shall be instructed to make supplements for completion.

b) If the Registration documents for inspection are found adequate as required, within one (01) working day, the Vietnam Register shall make confirmations on the Registration for inspection and at the same time agree with the importer about the time and venue for inspection.

3. The Vietnam Register shall carry out inspection and examination of test results as prescribed in Article 11 hereof, make notifications about the result within three working days (since the inspection is completed and test result is released) as follows:

a) If unsatisfactory, the importer shall be issued a written notice for remedial work; after 10 working days since the notice is released, in case the importer fails to take any remedial measure, the Vietnam Register shall issue an "unsatisfactory quality" notice as prescribed in the Appendix IVc enclosed herewith.

b) If satisfactory, the certificate shall be issued according to Form in the Appendix IVb enclosed herewith.

During the inspection, in case the Vietnam Register receives a notice from the manufacturer or foreign vehicle management agency about a recall for repair of technical defects, the Vietnam Register shall issue the certificate after the importer issues a written undertaking accompanied by a written confirmation from the manufacturer or a manufacturer- authorized facility that the repair work is done and safety ensured.

Chapter IV
INSPECTION OF TECHNICAL QUALITY, SAFETY, AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION QUALITY WITH RESPECT TO CARS PARTICIPATING IN TRAFFIC-RESTRICTED AREAS;
Article 13. Documents for circulation
1. Documents to be submitted:

a) A request form for inspection by organizations, individuals as prescribed in the Appendix VII enclosed herewith in case the car can not be moved to the Vietnam Register;

b) Copy of the finished product inspection note (with respect to cars that are domestically manufactured, assembled and inspected for the first circulation since this Circular takes effect).

2. Documents to be presented:

a) An original, or copy of Certificate of vehicle registration confirmed by a bank that is holding an original of such certificate, or copy of the certificate confirmed by a finance lease agency that is holding an original of such certificate;

b) An original of unexpired certificate of civil liability insurance; 

c) An unexpired approval issued by local competent agency for the area of car operation.

Article 14. Vehicle inspection agencies to carry out inspection for circulation
1. Inspection for circulation shall be conducted by a vehicle inspection agency in the locality where the car operates.

2. Inspection data shall be stored at the vehicle inspection agency and on the database of the Vietnam Register.

Article 15. Sequence of inspection for circulation
1. Owner or authorized person (hereinafter referred to as the owner) shall submit documents as prescribed in Article 13 hereof to the vehicle inspection agency for inspection.

2. Vehicle inspection organizations to receive and inspect the documents if the documents are found inadequate as required, the owner shall be asked to fulfill within the working day. If the documents are found adequate as required, inspection shall be scheduled at the owner’s venue where it is required to meet the conditions as prescribed in the Appendix VIII enclosed herewith).

3. Inspection shall be conducted according to the items and methods as prescribed in the Appendix VIII enclosed herewith;

4. In case of first inspection, the vehicle inspection agency shall carry out inspection and establishment of a written record of the first inspection according to the form shown in the Appendix IX enclosed herewith. In case registration of imported cars takes place after the effective date of this Circular, the vehicle inspection agency shall rely on data of imported cars on the portal of the Vietnam Register and real-life inspection of cars to form the documents.

5. If satisfactory, the vehicle inspection agency shall issue certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation after two working days since the inspection is done. The certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation are instructed in the Appendix X enclosed herewith.

6. If unsatisfactory, the vehicle inspection agency shall make notifications about unsatisfactory components to the owner for repairs and carry out re-inspection.

Article 16. Certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation
1. Validity period of certificate of circulation

a) In case of first inspection: 18 months for new car or cars that have not been used for two years since the year of manufacture; 12 months for the remaining cases (including cars of unidentifiable year);

b) Next inspections: 12 months

c) Validity period of certificate of circulation does not exceed validity period of Certificate of car registration (if any).

2. Certificate of circulation, stamp of circulation must contain the same serial number and technical specifications of cars; the owner must carry certificate of circulation when traveling on the road; Stamp of circulation is stuck on the top right corner of front screen. In case certificate of circulation, stamp of circulation is lost, damaged or torn apart, the owner must have the car inspected for re-issuance of certificate of circulation.

3. In case the documents provided by the owner are found fake, modified and erased or the issued certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation are found not in accordance with the inspected car, the vehicle inspection agency shall make a written notice to functional agencies for appropriate handling measures according to the law and be responsible for revoking the issued certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation (if they remain valid).

4. Certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation shall expire in the following cases:

a) The car is issued new certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation;

b) Declaration of loss was submitted by the owner;

c) Notice about revocation was issued by the vehicle inspection agency;

d) Cars having accidents so serious that technical safety and environmental protection are not ensured.

Article 17. Reporting and filing documents
1. Vehicle inspection agencies shall report the inspection for circulation to the Vietnam Register and submit a report on inspection for circulation of motor vehicles.

2. Carry out unexpected reports at the request of competent agencies;

3. Filing

a) Vehicle documents, inspection documents (for circulation) and other relevant papers are filed at vehicle inspection agencies;

b) Inspection documents, results of inspection for circulation must be filed within three years since the date of inspection;

c) The Vietnam Register shall provide guidance to vehicle inspection agencies on filing of inspection documents and vehicle documents;

Chapter V
CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATING IN TRAFFIC-RESTRICTED AREAS
Article 18. Conditions for traffic participants
Drivers, riders or any person that controls a motor vehicle on the road (hereinafter referred to as traffic participants) must obtain driving license from B2 and over and must comply with the provisions set out in Article 58 of the Law on Road Traffic in 2008.

Article 19. Conditions for cars participating in traffic
1. Certificate of car registration and license plates issued by competent state agencies;

2. Unexpired certificate of circulation;

3. Unexpired certificate of civil liability insurance;

Article 20. Compliance with regulations on traffic participation
1. Compliance with road traffic rules, fines and measures to remedy consequences of administrative violations in road traffic is instructed under the Government's regulations and applied to passenger vehicles from 15 seats and under;

2. Range, routes and time for four-wheel drive passenger vehicles to operate shall be regulated by People’s committees of central-affiliated cities and provinces.

Chapter VI
IMPLEMENTATION
Article 21. Responsibilities of the Vietnam Register 
1. The Vietnam Register is a state management agency for technical quality, safety, and environment protection with respect to vehicles as defined in this Circular’s governing scope; shall be responsible for providing professional guidance on quality inspection in production, assembly, and importation; carrying out inspection for circulation and inspection of the implementation of this Circular.

2. Issue, manage and instruct the use of certificates, templates of finished product quality inspection notes, certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation as prescribed hereof.

3. Publish on the portal of the Vietnam Register the lists of testing facilities that carry out the tests serving the certification of technical quality, safety, and environment protection. 

4. Organize regular or unregular inspections of the implementation of quality assurance by the production facility and the inspection for circulation conducted by vehicle inspection agencies.

5. Report the implementation of quality inspection, inspection of technical quality, safety, and environment protection for circulation of cars as regulated.

Article 22. Responsibilities of testing facilities
1. Set up adequate conditions for the implementation of inspection and testing as prescribed hereof and other relevant legal documents;

2. Carry out the inspection and testing, establish reports on test results as regulated and take responsibility for results of inspection and testing;

Article 23. Responsibilities of the Services of Transport
1. Report, construct and submit to People’s committees of central-affiliated cities and provinces for approval the regulations on range, routes and time for cars to operate in accordance with Article 20 hereof and local actual circumstances.

2. Inspect and handle violations committed by individuals, motor vehicle inspection agencies in the locality in activities of inspection for circulation of cars;

Article 24. Responsibilities of motor vehicle inspection agencies
1. Carry out inspection for circulation and issue certificate of circulation, stamp of circulation as regulated; Heads and members of vehicle inspection agencies that are directly involved in the inspection for circulation must be responsible for results of inspection.

2. Make public announcement about sequence, procedures, content, process, standards, regulations, fees, charges, and working time;

3. Carry out filing and reporting as regulated; Make daily transfer of data, protect passwords and update warning data on the portal of the Vietnam Register.

4. Submit monthly reports on inspection for circulation before fifth of months to the Vietnam Register and the Services of Transport;

5. Comply and create favorable conditions for functional agencies to investigate, examine and oversee the inspection for circulation;

Article 25. Responsibilities of production facilities and importers
1. Take responsibility for accuracy and authenticity of the documents provided to the Vietnam Register; 

2. Cooperate fully with the Vietnam Register during the investigation and inspection of product quality;

3. Carry out a recall as regulated in Article 22 of the Law on consumers’ right protection upon detection of technically defective products;

4. Be responsible to the law for any violation of industrial property rights being protected;

5. Be responsible for moving a sample car to the testing site.

6. The production facility must construct the quality control system to ensure quality of mass-produced products;

7. The importer must present a car in the whole unit to the Vietnam Register for inspection and testing at the site agreed with the Vietnam Register.

Article 26. Responsibilities of the owner
In addition to the provisions on inspection for circulation, the owner must be responsible for executing the following provisions:

1. Do not falsify, remove, stick, erase or modify any information written in certificate of circulation, stamp of circulation;

2. Provide accurate information necessary for inspection for circulation, administrative management, technical specifications of vehicles including relevant documents to vehicle inspection agencies;

3. Carry out maintenance and repair to maintain technical conditions of vehicles between the two times of inspection for circulation.

4. Return certificate of circulation and stamp of circulation upon receipt of notice about revocation issued by the vehicle inspection agency;

Article 27. Fees and charges
The Vietnam Register, testing facilities and vehicle inspection agencies shall collect fees and charges as regulated by the Ministry of Finance.

Article 28. Effect
1. This Circular takes effect since March 15, 2015.

2. For any car that participates in traffic-restricted areas before the effective date of this Circular, inspection for circulation must be conducted before September 15, 2015;

3. In case any car that was inspected and certified to have not participated in traffic needs to be converted into a car participating in traffic-restricted area, the process of inspection, testing and issuance of certificate shall be done in the same manner as cars participating in traffic-restricted areas;

4. In case there are some changes, modifications or supplements made to documents or material excerpted from this Circular, new documents shall be applied. 

Article 29. Implementation
Chief of the Ministry Office, Chief Inspector, director generals of Directorate for Roads of Vietnam, Director General of the Vietnam Register, directors of the Service of Transport of central-affiliated cities and provinces, heads of relevant agencies, organizations and individuals shall be responsible for executing this Circular./.
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